
local resources through
which she could build on
that desire to perform.

“When I was in elemen-
tary and middle school, I
was active with both the
Uwharrie Players and The
Talent Company,” she
said.

But HK’s high school
years would require a re-
location to allow her the
opportunity to work more
diligently toward her
dream.

“In order to get more in-
tense training in perform-
ing arts, Mom and I
moved to Charlotte so I
could attend Northwest
School of the Arts,” HK
said. “In order to attend,
students must live in
Mecklenburg County and
must complete an audi-
tion.”

HK added that the move
to attend the Charlotte-
based school was a good
decision.

“It (Northwest School of
the Arts) got me on track
for the future,” she re-
called.

The budding actress de-

scribed college life at
Western Carolina Univer-
sity as reminiscent of her
early years in Albemarle.

“Even though we lived
in Charlotte during high
school, I guess I’m still a
small-town Stanly County
girl at heart,” she said,
adding that had she not
seen the Western Carolina
campus as a youngster on
a trip with her mother
(also a WCU grad), she
probably would not have
even considered attending
there.

“WCU was the right fit,”
she said.

Confirmation of that
choice being “the right fit”
can be found in Wall’s ac-
ademic credentials, as she
graduated on May 7, 2022
with Magna Cum Laude
honors and a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree in Musi-
cal Theatre.

But completing her de-
gree didn’t mean a beach
trip or extended celebra-
tion, because upon gradu-
ation, HK was hired to
work at Pendragon The-
atre in Saranac Lake, New
York (the Adirondack re-
gion). While there, she
served as director of the

theatre’s youth perform-
ance (“Frozen, Jr.”), be-
fore going on to star in
two of Pendragon’s adult
shows, “The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling
Bee” and “The Woods.”

One of Wall’s favorite
parts of that experience
was working with the
youth theater camp.

“It was a wonderful ex-
perience,” she said.
“There’s nothing more re-
freshing than coming into
a theater and watching
young people create.”

Wall’s time with Pen-
dragon Theatre was a sea-
sonal gig, so late in the
summer of 2022 she re-
turned to Charlotte, only
to be pleasantly surprised
by an unexpected oppor-
tunity.

Prior to graduation from
WCU, Wall had attended
a two-week intensive au-
dition in New York City
offered through the LiNK
program of The Associa-
tion for Performing Arts
and Entertainment Profes-
sionals. The program al-
lowed Wall to be seen by
theater professionals who
are responsible for cast-
ing, direction and opera-

tions of professional the-
ater companies ranging
from small regional
troupes all the way to
Broadway.

“It’s one of the best
things I’ve ever done,”
Wall said. “It was lots of
work, but fun, too. I made
many great friends, all of
whom are currently in
professional theater.”

“I got home from Pen-
dragon on Tuesday or
Wednesday,” HK added,
“and I got an email from
my agent on Friday asking
that I submit some videos
of performances. I did
that, and later that same
day he called me back and
let me know that I had
been cast in ‘Buddy, The
Buddy Holly Story.’

“He told me, ‘I hope you
haven’t unpacked your
bags yet,’ then let me
know that I needed to fly
out that Sunday to Med-
ford, Oregon.”

In Medford, a city of
86,000 just north of the
California border, Wall
was cast as Marlena
Madison in the musical
drama portrayal of Holly’s
life, and began a whirl-
wind tour of the continen-

tal U.S., appearing in as
many as four perform-
ances a week.

“We started in Medford,
and since that time we
have performed in Ore-
gon, New York, Vermont,
Florida, Alabama, Texas,
Arizona and South
Dakota,” she said. “We’ve
experienced heat, storms
and snow and seen count-
less sights. To get to see
all this at age 22 has been
a blessing.”

Looking back, Wall
credits her instructors and
colleagues at all levels for
helping her build toward
her current success, but
mentioned two people in
particular who have been
an inspiration to her.

“My mom and I were in-
volved at times with The
Piedmont Players from
Salisbury, and during that
time I met twin brothers
James and John Woodson,
who hold a very special
place in my heart,” she
said. “They had a fiery
passion for theater, for
precision and for the art of
performing. Their exam-
ple challenged me to think

beyond community the-
ater.”

Theater and performing
remain the focus of Wall’s
future, and the Albemarle
native received accolades
recently from the Broad-
way World organization,
at its Central New York
Regional Awards Event.
At the awards ceremony,
Wall was recognized for
Best Performance in a
Professional Musical, as
well as first runner-up for
Best Director in a Non-
Professional Musical.
Both awards were for her
work during summer 2022
at Pendragon Theater.

“My immediate goal is
to stay involved in per-
forming as much as possi-
ble,” she said, adding that
although her long-term
goal is to perform on
Broadway, she loves her
current situation as well.

“I love touring,” HK
said, “and my heart is in
the entertainment indus-
try.”

“Theater is like fishing,”
she added. “It takes pa-
tience, but when you get a
bite, you better reel it in.”
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Your feet are in good hands with us!
Chronic Heel Pain Treatment • Corns • Ingrown Nails • Callouses
Painful Feet & Arches • Ambulatory Surgery • Pediatric Foot Care

Diabetic & Geriatric Foot Care• Bunions & Hammertoes

 

 

North Carolina’s
Community Bank Since 1935

 

PERSONAL BANKING

BUSINESS BANKING

LENDING

MORTGAGE

WEALTH & TRUST*

INSURANCE*

 

Find us here and more than
100 locations across the Carolinas

ALBEMARLE 1910 EAST MAIN STREET
ALBEMARLE 2317 HWY 52 NORTH
LOCUST 114 WEST MAIN STREET
RICHFIELD 135 HWY 49 NORTH

 

Or check us out at

LOCALFIRSTBANK.COM

 

First Bank NMLS ID 474504.  Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC.

 

*Securities and insurance products are offered through INFINEX 
INVESTMENTS INC., Member FINRA/SIPC. INFINEX INVESTMENTS 

entities. Investment and Insurance Products are:

Not FDIC Insured Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value

Not Guaranteed by any Government Agency Not a Bank Deposit

AQUADALE RURAL V.F.D.
ANNUAL PORK & CHICKEN

New Fire Station
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Aquadale, NC 28128
Phone: (704) 474-9442

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 18, 2023
Time: 11 am til 7 pm

Plates: $1000

Drive Thru Take Out ONLY!

When it comes to 
your hearing,

trust the doctor... 
of audiology!

Now serving veterans via the 
Community Care Network

Dr. Jasmine Wilson

Now accepting patients by
appointment only

110 W. North St., Albemarle NC 28001
(704) 282-6062
www.uwharriehearingdoctors.com
info@uwharriehearingdoctors.com
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